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It wes with deep regret that we heard of t
Daybell, who was our President and a
g football in the villa
We offer our ¢

we started playin
He will be sadly missed.

We are again at t'e
continue to give value and entertainme
follow us in all weathers,

Rural post offices to go

BRITAIN'S 11,000 rural
post offices- are under
ey Ol

o go e
when a new PosttOffice
scheme takes full effect,
warns the new charity,

. ACRE (Action with Com-
- munities in Rural {Eng-
land). :

The Post Office decided in

July to reclassify the major-
ity of its rural sub-post

offices as “community

ces”,

Each time a postmaster
gln a community omcl: cercel-,

8, res or is re

the new mrad wﬂF be for
a part-time office, :gn only
for a few hours e week.
The wage will be reduced
pro rata.

Under the new scheme,

‘most villages could lose

their sub-post office within
five years says ACRE.

Since our last edition

lr Bernard Allen has taken
over the Chairmanship of the
Parish Council.

vice presidents, who donated

beginning of a new season and ho

second team in the darker blue of Everton,

Owirg to byes
played, and so

in the County Cups, only a few leaque games have been
far the first team commences the gea
‘e second team had a 2,2, draw away from home and on

their first nome match lost to Flintham 2.1,

Mr li. Britton has given up his
Associticn but is remainirg a Trustee.

players wish to thank Mr Britton for the
invaluable work that he hasg put in over t

position es secretary of the

The Chairman, Comn.ittee, and
tremendous amount of

he years that hasg enabled

the club to be the success that it is,
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he death of Mr., Frank
great friend to all since

ge again, way back in 1970,
ondolences to his family,

pe that we can
nt to our supporters who
Thanks to the generosity of ore of our
towards the cost of n
first team are now playing in sk

ew kits, the
Yy blue kit of Coventry City and the

son with a 4.1 win



Almost forgoﬁ‘en
-world of the
parish councils

Thereisa green hill far away outside the city walls where local
government continues to flourish.

The village of Muckspread seems a million miles away —
actuallyitis just 17 — from the inner city problems of its large
county town.

Muckspread has a history going back way beyond the
Romans but they put it on the map by building a road through =
it. It became a staging post on that road — 17 miles being a
reasonable journey before resting — and remains from that
time are still being discovered. '

During the civil war Muckspread was very much by the
sword divided before declaring itself for parliament. This act
of allegiance did not prevent it from being ransacked by
Roundhead soldiers.

Later came the railways and the village found itself at the
hubofa local network. Today the area is crisscrossed by the
tracks of disused lines and ancient monuments in the shape of
former railway bridges abound. This has given the Parish
Council some recent concern and a little amusement. One of
the bridges carrying the road over a former track is crumbling
1o a point where it could be dangerous. Representations to the
highway authority have produced the view that the bridge is
probably still owned by British Railways. The last train is
reputed to have passed that way in 1916 (yes, 1916; long before
Beeching!). Time enough, it may be thought, to have sorted
out such matters as future responsibility.

The Parish Council consists of five good men and true.
Female councillors have been elected in the past but there are
none at the moment. Of the present five, two are Muckspread
born and bred while the others are “‘foreigners™ who have
come to the village at different times over the past 20 years.

Believe it or not, here is a local authority with no apparent
political groups, where no meetings take place behind closed
doors and where each council member appears to act inde-
pendently in pursuing the best interests of the area.

In spite of their independence, individual councillors seem
to agree with each other far more often than they disagree.
What is more, when there is disagreement the debate is
conducted in a polite and reasonable manner.

To an old local government hand, it brings back memories
of an almost forgotten world.

Not that Muckspread hashad no upheavals. Some years ago,
the clerk was dismissed on the spot in open meeting — they
worried about contracts of service later. The chairman resigned
in protest at this action by the majority. Questions were ashed
of the district auditor after allegations of financial irregularities
within the council's accounts but none was discov ered. Today,
2 privage firm of accountants has the responsibility for auditing
the council's accounts and all is straightforward.

The existing clerk of the council receives a salary, calculated
on a national scale. of §3.5% of the penny rate product. Many
chief officers would be happy to be paid on that basis but as
a penny rate amounts in this instance 10 about £360 it will be =
«cen that fortunes are not made from this source.

The council's 1otal annual expenditure is about £1.600 or

Ken

Webster looks at the
old style parishes

; i arish
nearly a 4.5p rate. The major irem by far is l:'c C‘?’#g?:%s -
lighting which accounts for half the total: The® P
government grant 10 calculare and. even hntbl- ' e Tating
no losses of government gran! to worry a o'tc]'n‘ione '
system seems to be well accepted by p:rcl.’
reasonably fair method of raising the rgloc Y
parish purposes. Mrs Thaicher, plcas?n (€. 4r¢ brought 10

Wider aspects of local government lrcl!? It e uncil which
the atiention of parish councillors by the l}f'l e atest raie
considers that it has been on¢ ofthe “'Ol'sld:lnc Y Qs
support grant settlement. It has been sending

: i that a sub-
councillors as missionaries, sprcfafdlns the message
stantial rate increase 15 10 the of 11ng. idges, what -

oA jlway br
Apart from crumbling dnsusefd raarlish gouncill ore?

issues are taking up the time of parish & . )
All applicatiogns for planning permlsstn;: a:; ce‘cir\cﬂigglll?
detail by each councillor. Notmany have been e village
which is not altogether surprising given that m: o . 5
isina conscrv:lion area. anlgtgctr;earveﬂr:g a;cd ma‘j)or e
the nature and appearance X e
velopments would be looked upon with some susp .
dcTehe ]\D'illage school was closed 2 few vears ago _anc:) \[/;llsa::c!a:c
reluctantly accepting the closure, have been a{mo\;re ok
building become a new village community centre. o
i aintenance of the existing village

meantime, repairs and m 1
have been kcgt 1o the minimum. Time has passed and nothing
seems to have happened. Both buildings are falling into

i i i y . How 10
disrepair and some of the enthusiasm has waned. |
mainFt’ain interest and pressure 15 2 question of considerable
local importance. ) ) 1
In recent years, through the opening of amajor country par

some miles up the road, there has been a marked increasc in
through traffic at weekends. Additionally, heavy lorries come
through the village, sometimes at speed. One of the less obvious
results of that increased traffic has been a fear that the village
war memorial may be damaged. Is the structure adeguately
insured and what is the value of the memorial on a cost of
reinstatement basis? Who is competent t0 make such
valuations?

The answer is a stonemason but they appear to be (forgive
me) a dying race.

It is difficult to comprehend in 1986 but some houses in the
village still rely on spring water. The spring has recently become
polluted for unknown reasons and the clerk to the council
hurried to his reference books to determine the powers of a
parish council in such circumstances. Fortunately for all
concerned, the householder worst hit has requested the water
authority to provide a piped supply.

REVIEW

The Local Government Boundary Commission has just
announced that it is to conduct a detailed review of local
authoriry areas in Muckspreadshire and neighbouring
counties. In the coming months, no doubt, time will be spent




ponng over maps ana considenng possiouities 1or revision
:'lrsllglancc, the existing boundaries of Muckspread scc'?n'
sensible and could stand bu; others may have differen: ideas
Finally, IWo tales concerned with the Muckspread spon§
gr%_und. which is a thriving and well used amenity
ownl:c ged%e bordcrmg the ground is in two ow nefships. Onc
i I decided that his pan of the hedge needed cutting and
worl:mng a?nd engaged a contractor for the work The
shoul?an \tas.csc.orlcd to the site and the point from which he
et .;lgn t\as indicated. Unfortunately, nobody told him
i ICh direction to proceed and the owner of the other part
the hedge was most surpnised to find it cur and trimmed.

Who pays for the unauthorised work 18 a matter of debate.

Thenthere arc the public footpaths near the rootball pitch.
Dog owners, understandably . like to exercise their dogsonthis
pleasani open space Uniortunately. dogs insist on doing whai
dogs insisi on doing

The iootballers do not like 1t. 1 quite spoils 2 good shide
tackle 1o find onesell covered ali over from head to foot. Can
they plcase have notices. presumably writien in doggn
language. forbidding the practice. The district council has beer
ashed 1o deal with the matter at sts conveniznce. Not 1or
nothing do they cali the place Muchspread

Editorial

Having recently come back from

holidaying in Norfolk I was struck
by three things I noticed in the villages I passed through or

visited.

The first (above) was how well modern housing fitted in with the

older buildings of the village and led to a

feeling of comrunity.

Many, myself included criticized the Standen Bungalow Development
in Coddington and whilst it has more than improved a derelect corner

perhaps because some of the existing trees were retaired,
sorry still that it wes not in the style of tre

I anm
photograph sbove -

a mix of homes, suitable for ull age grouvps. The bungalows although

of & werm brick,

still detract frecm the

cottaces around thet ares.

Secondly wes the general absence of litter and the third point was,

noticeably,
corner of the village.

that most villages had their own sign in a promwinent




Although most travellers on the A17 would scarcely notice thet they
had gone througk & villege I believe thaet a village sign (perhaps
the primery schocl could desigr cre) should be set up on the cormer
of the A17 and 01d Newark KRoad.

Additicnally, and sirnce the Parish Council are lookirng at places in the
village where trees sculd be planted, wouldn't it be nice to see a

well attended flower border on that corner irnstead of @ mound of

grass?

On Traffic

There also seem to be problems with Heavy Traffic on Main Street-
Brownlows Hill occasionally goirg over the verges near Red Roofs,
Perhaps this section of the road, between the A17 and Balderton Lane
should have a weight restrictiop placed on it thereby baning all
heavy lorries from this area of the village,

Work is progressing well on the widening of Valley View, which will be
a relief to the many residents there.

In addition the County Council will be improving and repairing the
footpath/pavement in Cld Newark Road, and it is hoped that additicnal
street lighting will be erected in some of the darker spots of the
village. ) e

Another item of interest I noticed recently whilst away in Weston-
Super-bare end Norfolk was the use of small 16-20 seater buses used

to "shuttle" passangers on a fairly frequent service into and arourd
town centres,

I think theat rany cf the coach companies round about missed out on

a trick here when they invested in 40 seater coaches rather than

mini buses which inevitably seem to carry only a handful of passangers.
These smaller capacity coaches could easily runeeourd the Wellgreen
Morgans Close area of the village - and even the Beaconfields Estate

which is something the larger buses would fird difficult - if not
impossible,

(4§



The Nechsanics of Evolution

Cer drivers are a race of people which have envolved over the pagt
100 yeers or so and are part of evolution not covered by Darwin.

Ve all think we are good drivers although I must comment that all
improve when being followed by a Police car. #hy should this be?
Don't we profess to drive in thst manner at all times corcentrating
on safety, I wonder if ve are corditioned by life's experiernces,
parents and schocl teachers stopping us beirg naughty. I sometimes
wonder if it would not be better to give guilty motorists 100 lires,
'I must not be an ambter gambler' or be made to stznd on the traffic
Island with adunces cap on,

Reasonable rationel human beings put behind the wheel of a cer can
become aggressive and uncompromising, a danger to society. They
ofter take en the mental image of the car they are drivirg and the
more letters, numbers, GT's and GIA's, they have on display along
with 'Go Faster' stripes, the more they think they have to live up
to it.

Another one for th: Macho-Egotist is the musical horn, childish,
illegal and undesirable,

I do have one or two pet hates, the first concerning obligatory lights
what most people cell side lights which I refer to as parkirg lights,
because trhat is there only value, As soon as visibility becomes
reduced either by rain, fog or even the e:zrly evening gloom, the
majority cf drivers switch them on, an immediate admission of guilt,
The law stetes that in cases of reduced visibility dipped headlights
shall be displayed on all moving vehicles. Surely you have experienced
the occasion when you have pulled out to overt:ke a lorry when one of
these appears suitebly camoflaged in the gloom,

Arother pet hate of mine 's the non-use or mis-use of indicators.
They heve been fitted to avoid the necessity to wird down the wirdow
and get your hand cold or wet in order to tell the vehicle following
your intentions rot what you are in the process of doing or what you
have just dome.

At the moment I am in the process of teaching my daughter to drive
and noticed that 'L' plates are to most motorists, what a red rag

" is to a bull., As soon as they see an 'L' plate, they think they
have to overtake it, little realising that , that person may be about
to take their driving test and are far more competent than those of us
who have forgotten most of the good driving techniques thet they are
showing us.

'5



Remopies ™\

)
Coddington's 0ld School

Compared wirh its megnificent replacement Coddington's old school
seems a drab affair, yet at one time it was bursting with young life.
None of the hundreds of children who attended it in Victorian days
are likely to be still alive. 4s they themselves became parents

and grandparents, they must have told many a tale about what happened

;n t?at old buildirg in tke 'good old days' or perhaps, the 'bud old
&ys.

Perhaps their children or grendchildren will experience a slight
thrill to see a well-loved ferily rame in a list of small children
who were awarded prizes for regulcr sttendance or “or excellent
school work,

The book ( whose cover is reproduced fecing this page) will try to
brirg back to life the two head-teachers who, between them, shared
responsibility for the school's management throughout the Victorian
era, It will show their never<ending anxiety to keep attendances

up and to see that every subject in the curriculum was adequately
covered - fcr such thirngs affected the size of the Government grant.

To put the old school back irto its 19th Century context, the
opportunity has been taken to indicate some of the main changes

that have taken place since that time. The Hall has disappeared

and iwth it the Thorpe family; the church-yard has been extended to
the south; the kKethodist Chapel is now a house;a busy main road cuts
its way through the village; and the wind-mill, though sail-less,has
been ingeniously incorporated in # house,

Copies of the book (Price £2.65) cah be bought at Newark and Balderton
libraries and from the mobile library. Ars Ruth Tysoe of Main Street
Coddirgton has kirdly offered to sell books from her home address.
Créders by post (£2,90) can be obtained fror thc author.

All the procreds will go to Coddirgton Parish Church.




Published by the author: Rolf Vernon, Moat Edge, Coddington, Newark, Nots.

CODDINGTON SCHOOL
Tn, The
VICTORIAN AGE

By
ROLF VERNON-

By the same author: .
Newark Before Victoria (published by Newark District Council 1984)
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There is a wide range of motor cers available tc suit everyones needs
and I am sure you are all able to find one to sult your requirements,
Incidentally what did peo le do on Sunday morning before the car was
invent=d, wash the horze.

To be your pride and joy, your car does not hvae to be a Rolls Royce
end when you are polishing it with lovirg care, just remember thut
owners of those always (ealmost) have someore to do it for them,

Happy motoring and may your no cleims bonus last forever,

J.B. Quibell

WOMEN IN THE COMMUNITY
PRESS REPORT

On July 14th Nrs Joan Bel: gave an illistratcd talk 'Denman College
has a 16t to offer', Tre college and gardens are beautiful and it

wes interesting to see a selection from the extensive courses
availeble, €25 raised by members was presented to the speaker towards
th Denman College Apreal by Nrs Keren Marsh,

Krs Nargaret Smith dtended a Chinese Cookery course at Denman College
in September,

Visitors and friends vere welcomed to the August meeting by krs

van Phillips, Mrs Rosemary Brown of 'Brown's Ceake Artistry' gave

a fondant ici-rg demonstration, decorating a cake and making roses and
carrations. It was both instructive and enjoyable,

For the September meeting Mrs Jill Bcurne of Brough, chose 'Keeping
a Racehorse' as her topic. 'Parisian Lark' (Katy to the family)

is now a lively seven year old, and we followed her progress from
early days through trainirg and rzcing. It was most intzresting
and enjoyable to all,

Future Events

October 13th A telk entitled 'Dr Barnardo's Homes'

October 22nd Bingo To raise funds fro the %.I and Nottm
Kidney Unit,

November 10th A return visit of the Venerable Brian Woodhars.

December Eth %ill be an open meeti:s, The Nevark Cparatic

Society Corcert Party will entertian us, and
coffee and mince pies will be served,

Everyore will be welcome. So do come alorg and
enjoy the fun,

The W.I. are looking for new members., If you are interested, please
contact Mrs J. Philips Tel 72900 or come to ary of our meetings.

8
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Dates for your DIARY

BINGO Dates ‘or the Villege Hall Birgo's:-

Trursday October 29th

Thursday November 19th

Thursday December 10th °

R A R R N R R R A R A R A R R R A R R A R

Coddington Village Hall

The Chairman of the Village Hall Committee, would like to thank
everyone for their support at the 01d Time Music Hall entertainment

on 18th September,

A most enjoyable evening was had by all.

A profit of £195 .25 was made for the Village Hall Fund.

Raffle prizes were won by:-

Childs
Bottle
Box of
WYatch
Bottle
Doll

Bottle

Box of
Bottle
Box of
Bottle
Box of

Rocking Chair
Whisky
Chocs

of Apricot Wine

Harvey Bristol
Cre.m

Chocs

of Port

Groceries

of Mertini

Chocs

Jim Daybell, Coddington

J. Lambert, Loveden Close, Balderton
P, Guthrie

G. Potts, Coddington

D. Beck, Qld Hall Gardens, Coddirgton
Coral Butler, Coddington

B. Bakin, Valley View, Coddirgton

Val. Coddington

Hollings, Coddington

I. M. Arkwell, 0ld Hell Gardens,
D.¥ing, Windsor Close, Collingham.
A, Nicholson, 01d Hall Gardens
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dising 5's Group

There are still a few vacancies at the Risirg 5's Group. If you
would like your child to meke mew frierds and mix with Chilqren
of his/her own age, please call and see us on Friday mornings d
between 9.30 and 11.20 at the Village Hall or phone Mrs Pat #ar
on Newark 702420,

The steff would like to take this op ortunity of thanking Pafj";"
and friends for the supiort given .t our Open Mornirg on edth quiye
The sum of £23,72 was raised and this enabled us to purchase a

tape recorder for the children.

We would like to ask you to support us further by comming to our
Bingo Evening on the 24th November at the Village Hall. The mﬁney
raised will be used to give the childr:n an Xmas party. I loo
forward to seeing you all there,

Pat Werd
Supervisor

CHILD wlINDER R.L.Gray & Son

Timber Merchants
Mrs Tysoe has a vacancy

for one child, under § years, e -

during the daytime. Garden Fences and Furniture

Rustic Poles

For further irformation, Stakes arnd Rails

please contzct her at . . .
Little Surprise, Main Street, ;SQPL;bbdeLégE'7CODD1“GTON
Coddington., Tel 79665 “ HOWDD 2379

R .
.

CCN is sponsored by Coddington Parish Council
Editor; A.ll. Waddington, 5 rarklands Close, (Off Newark Old Road)
Coddington (Tel 0949 20771 ex 441)
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Printing; Nottinghamshire Rural Community Council Printshop,
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